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Partnership with Parents

Parents in Borrowfield

Borrowfield School was complimented in our HMI report for "very good links with parents".  This is very important to us and is not a situation we take for granted.  Pupils are happy and achieve their best when home and school are working together, are communicating with each other and are consistent in their expectations of the children.  

We will always try to ensure that parents feel valued in the part they play in educating their children.  You know your children very well – how to bring out their best; how much support they need to feel confident; how to persuade them to try new activities.  By sharing this information we can provide the appropriate support for each of our pupils to achieve his/her best in school.

[image: image1.wmf]We realise that each family has different amounts of time available to offer to school, so we take this opportunities for you to visit e.g. providing both daytime and evening workshops and meetings, supporting in classes, clubs and/or trips.  Please let us know if you have any suggestions which can help us improve the opportunities we offer for parents.
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Visit for Prospective Parents
With having a nursery in Borrowfield, most of our P1 pupils are familiar with the school environment.  However, with the change of building from Nursery to P1 and the different staff involved we continue to place great emphasis on making sure parents and children are familiar and comfortable with the arrangements for P1 before starting in August. 
Throughout the year, children in nursery visit the infant building with nursery staff to take part in a variety of activities.  They will gradually be introduced to school staff to become familiar with each of them as well as the surroundings.  Parents are given the opportunity to visit school, to meet with a member of SMT to discuss starting school and be introduced to the activities which their children will be involved in during the summer term prior to entry to P1.  These activities are designed to help the children and parents become familiar and comfortable with the school and the people they meet, and to approach the August entry feeling happy and confident.  We would encourage all parents and young children to take part in these activities
If your child is joining Borrowfield from another school, or private nursery please contact us to arrange a visit when you can meet with the Head Teacher and see round school.
Parent Helpers

Many parents volunteer their services to help in school during school hours and this assistance is extremely valuable.  Activities include helping with craft activities, playing games to reinforce teaching, reading stories, discussing activities, leading after school groups, accompanying staff and children on educational visits and helping with fund raising.

[image: image3.wmf]
Some parents have discussed with us the fact

that they do not feel that they have anything to offer 

the school as a helper.  We firmly believe that the        
help of all parents is invaluable to the school.  

The skills you have as parents in talking to children, 

in helping them work out how to do things and in 

encouraging them to complete tasks are exactly

what we require!

The opportunity is also invaluable for parents to see the work of the school and to find out directly how your children operate within the classroom.

Please think about this opportunity and contact the school if you would like to volunteer or discuss the role of parent helpers.  Workshops can be held with groups of parents who wish to be parent helpers and in the past this activity has been very successful.  All adult volunteers are subject to Disclosure Scotland checks.
Parent Meetings
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There are formal parents' evenings for all pupils, twice a year when parents are given an appointment to meet with the class teacher to discuss their child.  The first meeting will be held in November and following discussions with parents and staff the second meeting will be held in early March.  A written report culminates the reporting to parents’ at the end of May each year.  

However, please remember that you can contact us at any time to discuss concerns or ask for information.  Please telephone to arrange such a meeting.
Staff in school will also contact you if they wish to discuss with you any concerns about your children, to ask for information which may help in school or to pass on good news about your children.
A few year’s ago we started a ‘Drop – In’ session for parents every Friday morning from 9-10 a.m.  At this time you will be able to meet with a member of SMT with no appointment being necessary.  This has been illustrated as an area of good practice by parents and the Local Authority.
Social Activities
Throughout the school year opportunities occur when parents are asked to join us.  These have included concerts, plays, sports days, cafes, open afternoons, Bingo Nights, Musicals, Family Fun Days and Learning Festivals.

Your support is greatly appreciated as we enjoy the opportunity of meeting with you on these occasions.  Your children especially enjoy the opportunity of being able to share their school activities with you.

Communication

[image: image5.wmf]The school communicates with parents on a regular basis.  
Newsletters, Borrowfield News and Nursery News, 

are issued which give details of all school and nursery news and events.   
Other information regarding the school and nursery is sent by letter.  These letters are normally distributed to oldest and only in school as we are an ECO friendly school.  "School bag Post" is the most convenient and economic method of distributing information and parents are asked to check daily if there are any notes from school or nursery.
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If your child is ever unwell in school or has bumped their head we will always telephone you or your "emergency contact" to inform you and arrange for your child to be taken home if necessary.  Please keep us updated of any changes to any contact numbers.  Thank you.

Parent Councils
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Parent Councils have been established in all Angus Primary and Secondary Schools, since October 2007.  They replaced School Boards which were dis-established on 31st July 2007 as a result of legislation outlined in the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006.

The basic principle under-pinning the Act is the desire to have children become more ‘confident learners’ through closer working between each family and the school.  It is anticipated that this can be done in three ways.  These are:-

1. Learning at Home:  direct parental involvement in the child’s learning at home and in the community.

2. Home/School Partnership:  closer working partnerships between parents and the school – such partnerships being essential to ensure that the child gets maximum benefit from its school experiences.
3. Parental Representation:  Parents ‘R’ Us is the official name of our parent group in school. All parents automatically become members of the Parent Forum and are welcome to attend any meeting of the Parent Council.  The Parent Council is formally elected at the beginning of each session during an AGM and will represent the views of parents in school.
Scottish Parent Teacher Council
The Scottish Parent Teacher Council is the national organisation for PTAs and PAs in Scotland and runs an independent helpline service for all parents.  You can contact them by phone/fax on 0131 226 4378, by email on sptc@sol.co.uk or write to SPTC, 53 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 2HT. 
PAGE  
4
Borrowfield  Primary School


          January 2010

